ZONING CHANGE REVIEVW SHEET

CASE NUMBER: C14H-2021-0097 HLC DATE: May 24, 2021
PC DATE: June 22,2021

APPLICANT: Historic Landmark Commission
OWNERS: Erika W. and Patrick F. Brosnan

HISTORIC NAME: Posey House

WATERSHED: Boggy Creek

ADDRESS OF PROPOSED ZONING CHANGE: 1304 Bob Harrison Street

ZONING CHANGE: SF-3-NP to SF-3-H-NP

COUNCIL DISTRICT: 1

STAFF RECOMMENDATION: Staff recommends the proposed zoning change from family residence — neighborhood
plan (SF-3-NP) to family residence — historic landmark — neighborhood plan (SF-3-H-NP) combining district zoning.

QUALIFICATIONS FOR LANDMARK DESIGNATION: Architecture and historical associations

HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION ACTION: April 26, 2021: Initiate historic zoning with the consent of the
owners on a motion by Koch, Larosche seconding. Vote: 9-0, Heimsath and Castillo absent. May 24, 2021: Recommend
the proposed zoning change from family residence — neighborhood plan (SF-3-NP) to family residence — historic
landmark — neighborhood plan (SF-3-H-NP) combining district zoning on a motion by Koch, McWhorter seconding, with
amendment by Heimsath. Vote: 9-0, Castillo and Featherston absent.

PLANNING COMMISSION ACTION: Recommend the proposed zoning change from family residence — neighborhood
plan (SF-3-NP) to family residence — historic landmark — neighborhood plan (SF-3-H-NP) combining district zoning on a
motion by Commissioner Cox, seconding. Commissioner Shieh Vote: 12-0 Commissioner Praxis off the dais.

DEPARTMENT COMMENTS: The house was recommended as a contributing property in a potential historic district by
the East Austin Historic Resources Survey (2016).

CITY COUNCIL DATE: July 29, 2021 ACTION:
ORDINANCE READINGS: 15T 2ND 3RD ORDINANCE NUMBER:
CASE MANAGER: Cara Bertron PHONE: 512-974-1446

NEIGHBORHOOD ORGANIZATIONS: Austin Independent School District, Austin Lost and Found Pets, Austin
Neighborhoods Council, Bike Austin, Del Valle Community Coalition, East Austin Conservancy, Friends of
AustinNeighborhoods, Homeless Neighborhood Association, Neighborhood Empowerment Foundation, Neighbors
United forProgress, Organization of Central East Austin Neighborhoods, Preservation Austin, SELTexas, Sierra Club,
Austin Regional Group, Swede Hill Neighborhood Association

BASIS FOR RECOMMENDATION:

Architecture: The Posey House, built around 1924 by Samuel Posey, is significant as a modest example of the National
Folk style, a property type that is rapidly being replaced by new construction across East Austin. The one-story house is
clad in board and batten wood siding and capped with a pyramidal roof with two pipe chimneys and exposed rafter tails.
Features include non-original vinyl-sash windows and a non-original flush wood door, which are proposed to be replaced
with 2-over-2 double-hung clad-wood windows and a wood door in keeping with the original construction date. A partial-
width entry porch has a shed roof covered in corrugated metal and supported by square columns.




Historical Associations: The Posey House is significant for its association with Samuel Posey and his descendants,
working-class African Americans who purchased and maintained the property for decades at a time when few financial,
policy, and legal resources were available to Black families. At least two generations of the Posey family lived in the house
for more than 45 years, until at least 1969. The family sold the house in 1998 after 75 years of ownership. Samuel, Eva, and
Eddie Posey had menial occupations that were typical of the jobs available to African Americans at the time: laborer,
domestic worker, shoe shiner. Though Eddie Posey attended college and business school, he chose shoeshining for the
reliable income, highlighting the limited opportunities available to even well-educated Blacks. Like other members of the
African American community, Eddie Posey held highly respected positions within local organizations—a Mason, a trustee
in Wesley Methodist Church, and vice president of HT’s local alumni chapter—even as he interacted with the predominantly
white world of the Capitol in a service job. The Poseys represent an example of a group of people in early- to mid-20™"
century Austin who established themselves in a comfortable home and redefined success for their family within the
constraints of a racially segregated society.

Samuel and Clara Posey built their home at 1304 Bob Harrison Street between 1922 and 1924, replacing two small rental
houses on the same lot. Samuel Smith Posey was born in 1860 in Texas, where his father worked as a field laborer.
Samuel Posey also worked as a laborer for the Austin Gas Light Co. (1909), then later as a stacker for the Kuntz-
Sternenberg Lumber Co. (1920s). He married Jennie Stamps in 1893, and the couple had at least six children. In 1900, the
family was living with two lodgers in a house they owned at 502 E. 13" Street (redeveloped after 1965 into a Capitol
parking garage). Jennie died in 1905 of Bright’s disease (nephritis). Samuel may have remarried a woman named Lizzie
or Clara (or Sarah); Census records and city directories provide conflicting information. He moved into 1304 Bob
Harrison by 1924. In 1940, he was living in the house with three lodgers and a child. Samuel Posey died in 1941 in
Austin.

Two of Samuel Posey’s grown children, Eva and Eddie, occupied the house from around 1947 until 1969, moving from
the house where they had grown up on E. 13" Street. Eva (or Eve) Lee Posey was born in 1898 and Eddie Posey was born
in 1905, and both lived in Austin their entire lives. Ms. Posey worked in private family homes as a cook (1920) and a
servant (1930 and 1940). She lived with her father, then her brother Leon and his family, on E. 13™ Street before moving
to 1304 Bob Harrison to live with Eddie. Eva Posey died in 1968.

Eddie Posey graduated from Huston-Tillotson College, later serving as vice president of the local alumni chapter. He
shined shoes at the Capitol beginning when he was 10 years old, working through college to pay tuition, and continuing
after he graduated. By 1950, he had been named “official shine boy.” That year, a newspaper profile of Mr. Posey was
headlined “College Grad Shines Shoes.” Mr. Posey’s only other jobs had been one-year stints at the Avenue Hotel and as
principal of a school in Lavaca County. East Austin historian Arlene Youngblood noted that service industry jobs such as
shoe shining came with tips. Mr. Posey said that the Great Depression did not impact his income, and that he “made an
honest living shining shoes—enough to take care of [his] sister and [himself] comfortably.”

Still, a few years later, Mr. Posey attended People’s Business College, a business school for African Americans seeking to
gain skills in shorthand, typing, and bookkeeping. Community leader E. Marie Gilbert established the college in 1947 to
“open doors and [provide] stepping stones to what [students] want[ed].” Located at E. 12% and Navasota streets, the
college operated until 1961 as a more inclusive counterpart to contemporary business schools for white Austinites. Ms.
Gilbert had previously started the business department at Texas Southern University, a historically Black university in
Houston. Mr. Posey was one of five “outstanding citizens” honored at the People’s Business College 1955 graduation. He
was active in community life as a Mason and a trustee in Wesley Methodist Church. Eddie Posey died in 1969.

PARCEL NO.: 0209070402

LEGAL DESCRIPTION: E 46' OF LOT 2 BLK 8 OLT 38 DIV B OREILLY JAMES

ESTIMATED ANNUAL TAX ABATEMENT: $4,152 (owner-occupied); city portion: $45; county portion: $46; AISD
portion: $3,228. This estimate is based on the homestead values of the property.

APPRAISED VALUE: $426,090 (homestead; total value is $582,383)

PRESENT USE: Single-family residence with ADU in rear



CONDITION: Good

PRESENT OWNERS:

Erika W. and Patrick F. Brosnan
1304 Bob Harrison Street
Austin, TX 78702-1136

DATE BUILT: ca. 1924

ALTERATIONS/ADDITIONS: Rear and side additions constructed after 1962

ORIGINAL OWNER(S): Samuel Posey (ca. 1924-1941) and descendants (1941-98)

OTHER HISTORICAL DESIGNATIONS: None
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“ College Grad Shines Shoes,” Austin American-Statesman 4/7/1950. (Con’t next page)
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Business College
Graduation Slated

Five outslanding cilizens will be
honored Supnday at 3 p. m. al
praduation exercises for 41 students
of People Business Coflepe.

Services are schedoled at Simp-
soft Mothodist Church, 1701 Enst
12th Street, amd Dr. M. 5, Davage,
president of Luston-Tillalson Col-
lege, will dellver the commence-
ment address,

Four Ausliniles and a Tlouston
woman will receive dislinpuished
sorvice awards from the college

at its eighth annunl commence-
menl,

Being honored are Mrs. Hareld J.
Miass af 4318 Hiphland Terrace,
Miss Bolhbie J, Harrold of 505 Del-
mar, John W, Whitley of 1162 San
Bernard, Eddie Poseyr of 1304 Bob
Harrison—=oll of Auslin—amd Mrs,
Erna Jewell Huphes of Houstan,

Whitley is owner of Ten Talent
Shop, 1169 San Bernord, which
specinlizes in wood and metal work
ol bolh artistic and funclional de-
slen, Whilley fouteled the shop
alter o varied and cotorful carcer
which began after studyving ol
Tuskesee Normal and  Indusicisl
Institwie when Booker T. Washing-
tan, ils founder, was still its presi-
dent. e studied e mochinist
Leade andd learned the {unclion of
cach  type machine commonly
known ot thot time,

Iis eareer as & machinist was
intecrupted by service in the first
warld war, and afteeward he bes
came a builder and subsequently
an employe of the Bradford Paint
Company, where he served for 37
years handling incoming and oul.
polng  merchandise, e trained
mosl of the piclure framers who
came to work in Wie shop, and alse
serveld as a salesman Tor the com-

cpany, 1o has always enconraged

young people to study.

He is one of the (ounders of the
Ollvel Baptist Church and is chalr-
man of Hs deacon and trostee
boards and e finnnce commitier
aml hiag held wvarious local and
state church offices. 1le s a mem.
her of the board of the loeal
NAAE and 2 member of the
Travls County Volers League.

Mre, Pluss 5 pasl president of

the All-Auskin Nursery, an inleg-
tocial nursery at 101%% Fast 10
Streel.

Miss Horrold has done outsiamd.
Ing work in the PTA, Order of
Eastern Stor and Dawid  Chapel

! Baptist Church.

Posey is o praduate of Huslon-
Tillotson Collope, vice presitent of
the local alumul chapter, & Mason
gl a trustee in Wosley Methackisl
Church.

Mes, Heplws s fonnder of o
Houston  business college and s
a murse, worll traveler, youth
warker aned teacher,

Eleven honor students nl=o will
be presented during the ceremony,

J, T, King, prafessor at Huston-
Tillotson, will introduee I, Dav.
age. Also on the program will he
Misses Annie Watson nmd Elizabeth
Pearson ond Mrs. Clara Watking.

A receptinn will Iollow ot the
business college, 1110 Fast Twellth
Strect.

“Business College Graduation Slated,” The Austin American, 3/13/1955



ERDIE POSEY |

Funeral for Eddie Posey of
(34 Dok Harrison will e
Fuesday at 3 p.m. at Wesley;
United Methotlist Church, with
Rev, J. B, Carruthers
Mliciating.

Survivors include a brother,
Leon G. Posey of Los Angeles,
Calif.

Burial will he in EwverZreen
Cemetery under direction of
Eunice Funeral Home of Seguin.

Death announcement for Eddie Posey, The Austin Statesman, 7/13/1969

v

Photograph of Eva Posey, n.d. Source: findagrave. co, added by Summer Owens



King-Tears

Mortuary, Inc., (512) 476-6128.

Center Services Entrusted to

o s doah

until about a year prior to

Posey was retired, but contin-
ued to mha (work) at Hancock Bar-
in Hancock 8
Obituary for Leon George Posey, Austin American-Statesman 1/24/1999.
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